University of South Carolina

Scholar Commons
April

2009

4-10-2009

The Daily Gamecock, FRIDAY, APRIL 10, 2009
University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2009_apr

Recommended Citation
University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media, "The Daily Gamecock, FRIDAY, APRIL 10, 2009"
(2009). April. 10.
https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2009_apr/10

This Newspaper is brought to you by the 2009 at Scholar Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in April by
an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more information, please contact digres@mailbox.sc.edu.

dailygamecock.com
FRIDAY, APRIL 10, 2009

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA

Weather

Focus Carolina plans for future

TODAY

HIGH 77°

Faculty, student committees
collaborate on initiatives
to improve university

TONIGHT
LOW 59°

Sarah Peterman

TOMORROW
HIGH 77°

Inside
SPORTS

The Gamecocks hope to
break Ole Miss’ eightgame winning streak as
they take them on this
weekend.

See page 7

THE MIX
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Focus Carolina, the university’s
strategic planning initiative, held a
public forum Thursday afternoon
in the Russell House Theater to
allow faculty, staff and students
to learn more about the initiative
as well as provide the Carolina
community with the opportunity
to comment on the proposals.
President Harris Pastides announced the Focus Carolina initiative last summer. The purpose of
the initiative is to examine how
the university can foster excellence
and become more competitive with
other universities. It is a systemwide effort that engages all of the
university’s other campuses.
“Focus Carolina is the reinvigoration of planning, budgeting and
assessment culture at the university,” said Bob Best, Focus Carolina
Steering Committee chair.
Best said, when fi nalized, Focus
Carolina will be contracted be-

Red Electrik combines
their classical dance
training with hip hop for
a progressive style.

See page 5
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tween the president and the Board
of Trustees. The strategic plan
will be a “living document” that is
reviewed and revised at least once
a year. He said this will not be
another lame duck initiative, but
something that truly propels the
university forward.
“The true measure of success for
us is graduates being in demand in
the marketplace and succeeding
in the workplace,” said Tangali
Sudarshan, Teaching and Learning Committee chair.
Five committees comprised of
facult y, staff and students each
developed a comprehensive plan
to strengthen the university. The
committees (Teaching and Learning; Research, Scholarship and
Creat ive Achievement; Ser v ice
Excellence; Qualit y of Life in
the Universit y Communit y and
Recognit ion and Visibilit y) all
presented their goals for Focus
Carolina.
“The five committees have been
charged w it h generat ing ideas
to move the university forward,”
Christine Curtis, the faculty development vice provost, said in Chris
Horn’s stor y in Times ( USC’s
faculty/staff newspaper). “They’ve

Committee Chair Goals
GOAL 1:
To improve the quality of academic programs at
all levels; develop and nurture a faculty devoted
to teaching excellence and enhance the richness
of the student experience in and beyond the
classroom. (Teaching and Learning Committee)
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Susan Cutter, a committee chair,
speaks Thursday in the RH Theater.
been asked to look beyond t he
current economic doldr ums to
devise a blueprint that will help us
to emerge as strongly as we possibly can and move on in the years
ahead,” said Christine Curtis, vice
provost for faculty development.
The goal of the Teaching and
Learning Committee is to highlight great teachers, enhance the
teaching skills of the faculty and
reward advancements, adapt teachFOCUS ● 3

FOCUS CAROLINA TIMELINE
BY MAY 15:
Goals Committee chairs,
Executive Council and Academic
Deans Council plan to meet
and discuss the initiatives
for Vision, Mission and Goals
statements, which will then be
submitted to the Provost.
MAY 2009:
Committees plan to
seek input from the
Executive Council. The
council will then present
the initiatives to the
president for approval.

See page 4
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EARLY SUMMER
2009:
The president will present
the Vision, Mission,
Goals and Initiatives to
the Board of Trustees’
Strategic Planning
Committee.
SUMMER:
Action plans and
indicators should
be developed by
Executive Council and
other administrative
leaders.

EARLY FALL 2009:
The president will
present Focus Carolina
to the Board of Trustees.

SPRING 2011:
Focus Carolina
initiatives action
plans scheduled to
be reviewed and
updated.

FALL 2009/
SPRING 2010:
Focus Carolina plans to
launch.
— Information from http://www.sc.edu/focuscarolina/timeline.shtml
— Compiled by News Editor Liz Segrist

GOAL 2:
USC, through its dedication to excellence in
research, scholarship and creative achievement,
will be recognized as one of the nation’s premier
public university systems. Their advances in
these areas will enhance the quality of life and
improve the economic well-being of S.C. citizens.
(Research, Scholarship and Creative Achievement)
GOAL 3:
The committee believes a major obstacle is the
absence of a center — run by full-time university
staff – to coordinate university-wide service activities. It would serve as a “clearing house” that
would facilitate service-learning and community
services; enhance inter-disciplinary collaboration at
USC and provide guidance to inexperienced faculty
and students. (Service Excellence Committee)
GOAL 4:
The committee has been working to assess
quality of life issues at USC to determine what
initiatives would most effectively improve the
conditions for learning and working for students,
faculty and staff. They have done this by reading
various recent quality of life reports and then
designing three USC Quality of Life surveys.
(Quality of Life in the University Community
Committee)
GOAL 5:
To raise the academic visibility and stature of USC
through its scholarship and creative endeavors,
teaching excellence and accomplishments of
students.
— For more information, call (803) 777-2930.
— Information from a Focus Carolina news
release

Group discusses mental health
Active Minds opens
dialogue on disorders,
suicide prevention
Chris M. Curtis

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

A new campus organization is addressing students’
mental health with a focus on
suicide awareness, education
and advocacy.
Christopher Werner, a second-year psychology student,
said he started the peer outreach group
A c t i v e
M inds at
the beginning of the
semester to
provide students with
t he i nformation and
WERNER
resou rces
to help each other deal with
mental health illnesses and to
reduce the stigma associated
with mental illnesses.
“We notice it’s not so much
what we say to them, but that
they know someone cares,”
Werner said. “That there is
help out there for them.”
Werner said the best way to
reduce the stigma surrounding mental health illness is
to provide a comfortable
environment for students to
talk about mental health.
One out of ever y fou r
young adults will experience a depressive episode
by age 24, according to the
USC Counseling & Human
Development Center. The
center also finds nearly half
of all college students report
feeling so depressed at some
point in time during their
college career that they have

trouble functioning. If left
untreated, depression can
lead to suicide, which is the
second leading cause of death
among college students, according to the center.
Werner’s desire to help
st udents comes f rom his
past background in dealing
with mental health issues and
thoughts of suicide.
“I have act ually ex perienced it, I came close to
committing suicide in high
school,” Werner said. “I know
what they are going through.
I know how much help they
need.”
Active Minds’ core belief
is that everyone has mental
health and having a diagnosable disorder does not make a
person much different from a
person without a disorder.
The group seeks members
beyond those who have a
mental health disorder as it’s
likely at some point students
will encounter someone during their college career with
an illness or risk factors for
an illness.
Active Minds will host
several events in the month
of April to raise awareness for
campus mental health.
The g roup w ill host a
suicide prevention training
program April 16, led by
Barbara Sheridan of the USC
Counseling & Human Development Center (CHDC)
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. in room
350 of the BA building.
The training will increase
student awareness on the
prevalence of suicide, help
students recognize the risk
signs for suicide and train
st udents to respond with
confidence.
Sheridan said the session
would not train st udents
to be therapists, but enable

them to direct a friend or colleague to get help. Research
shows college students are
most likely to share thoughts
of suicide with a friend or a
peer. Responding with confidence includes taking threats
seriously or being willing to
ask if someone is thinking
about suicide.
“In our culture most people
will not voluntarily inform
you they are thinking about
suicide,” Sheridan said.
The training will include
activities and role-playing
that replicate the real life
scenarios and emotions that
go along with discussing
thoughts of suicide so the
students know how to react
in a true situation.
“This is an issue, there is
hope and they can make a
difference,” Sheridan said of
students taking the training
session. “How often can you
learn to {save} a life in two
hours?”
Act ive M inds will also
participate in the National
Alliance on Mental Illness
5K walk Apr. 25, beginning
at 9 a.m. in West Columbia
Riverwalk Park. The walk is
a fundraiser, and it will raise
awareness for mental health
issues. Both Active Minds
and CHDC will have team of
walkers.
One of the participants, Dr.
Toby Level, a CHDC counselor and the Active Minds
faculty advisor, said he hopes
to see students participate in
the walk and raise awareness
for mental health issues.
“More d ia log ue about
mental health problems and
people being open about life
struggles normalizes mental
health illness,” Level said. “At
MINDS ● 3
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Emily Berger and Chi Omega rock out Thursday.

Greek Week sees more
student participation
Community service,
competition highlight
Greek involvement
Josh Dawsey
STAFF WRITER

E v e r y y e a r, t h e r e ’s
a Greek Week host s a
weeklong competition of
events, a barbecue at the
Russell House and hundreds of sorority members
sporting their jerseys on
campus.
But this year, it changed.
Instead of just having fun,
G re e k memb er s s p e nt
t hei r week pick i ng up
trash around campus and
clea n i ng up bus stops.
Greek Life inst it uted a
drive to collect boxes of
household items for Hannah’s House, a charity organization in Columbia.
But the fun was different too.
Instead of the normal
Greek Olympics, a rock
w a l l c o m p e t it io n w a s
added to t he roster of
events. A quiz bowl event

was added to the week’s
e vent s , a nd i n stead of
just the normal barbecue,
sororities and fraternities
brought out singing and
dancing for a lip-synching
competition on the Russell House Patio.
So how d id t h i ngs
change? I nstead of t he
simple barbecue, Sigma
Nu shot silly st ring in
their dance routine to the
Fergie sound “Glamorous,” bringing wild applause from the crowd.
Even w ilder applause
came when Student Government Vice President
A le x St rom a n d id t he
famous moonwalk across
t he stage in Phi K appa
Sigma’s “Jackson 5” rendition.
But most importantly,
Greek leaders said, this
week’s events had a higher
turnout than in years past,
a h igher percent age of
organizations participating and a greater sense of
Greek pride.
“This is the most parGREEKS ● 3
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• Come out and join t he
USC Div ision of Neurosurger y today in t he
Edisto Conference Room
of the Heart Hospital. For
more information, contact
Megan at mwatts@uscmed.sc.edu or visit www.
uscneurosurgery.org.
• Dance Marathon is looking for hard working and
motivated individuals that
are willing to dedicate a
year to the planning of this
huge philanthropic event.
For more infor mat ion,
visit w w w.uscdm.org or
e-mail USCDanceMarathon2010@gmail.com for
an application or for questions regarding the DM
Executive Board. Applications are due today.
• USC will host the Healthy
Carolina Farmers Market
April 14. The market will
be open from 10 a.m. until
2 p.m. in front of the Russell House bet ween the
Greene Street gates.

SANDY’S COUPON

W eek

DENVER — One Colorado woman’s love for tofu
has been judged X-rated by state oﬃcials. Kelly
Coﬀman-Lee wanted to tell the world about her
love for tofu with her license plate: “ILVTOFU.”
But the Motor Vehicles Division blocked her plan
because they thought the combination of letters
could be interpreted as profane.
LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — A new Little Rock church
called The River will hold both of its Easter services
at The Rev Room, a bar and nightclub in the city’s
River Market. Pastor Shane Montgomery told
KLRT-TV it’s an eﬀort to attract a new audience to
his nondenominational ministry.
ATLANTA — A man who said he desperately
needed to use an airplane bathroom after eating
something bad in Honduras faces a federal charge
after being accused of twisting a ﬂight attendant’s
arm to get to the lavatory, the FBI said Wednesday.
He said the ﬂight attendant put up her arm to
block him, and he grabbed it to keep his balance.
MADISON, Wis. — A man said Wednesday he
voted in his late wife’s name in November to fulﬁll
her dying wish to cast a ballot for Barack Obama.

ICE CREAM
SUNDAE
CHOCOLATE, STRAWBERRY OR
PINEAPPLE

$ 69

2

PIC OF THE DAY
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W e ir d N e w s o f t
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Friends and family appreciate art at the USC graphic design senior show.The show
was held in the McMaster Student Gallery Wednesday night.

Local

National

World

A nonprof it g roup t hat
pushes Gov. Mark Sanford’s
policies said Thursday it would
spend $230,000 to put ads on
television with him defending
his stance on stimulus cash.
Carolinians for Reform Inc.
said Thursday it would begin
running the one-minute ads
in South Carolina that show
Sanford saying that “many
families are struggling with
challenges we’ve not seen in
our lifetimes — some say the
solution lies in more government spending and deeper
debt.”

SAN FRANCISCO — Both
sides of the gay marriage ban
approved by California voters are debating how Iowa
and Vermont’s recent moves
to allow same-sex unions will
affect their state’s running
legal battle.
Gay marriage supporters
are particularly interested in
the Iowa Supreme Court’s
ruling, which they hope will
sway the California Supreme
Court to overturn the ballot measure voters passed
with 52 percent of the vote
in November.

BAGHDAD — Supporters
of an anti-American Shiite
cleric burned an effigy of exPresident George W. Bush on
Thursday and demanded that
U.S. troops leave Iraq in a rally
marking the sixth anniversary
of the fall of Baghdad.
Cleric Muqtada al-Sadr,
whose militia fought U.S.
troops intermittently until a
cease-fire last May, had called
on Iraqis to turn out for the
protest at Firdous Square
— where Saddam Hussein’s
statue was toppled.
— The Associated Press

We wanted to share our good news!

Office of Student Financial Aid & Scholarships
Congratulations to the staff of The Daily Gamecock for winning 17 awards in the student category of the
2009 South Carolina Press Association’s awards held in Clemson, S.C., held on April 3. SCPA awards
recognize excellence in reporting, editorial, design, photography, illustration, special sections and Web site.
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Best Overall

uscfaid@sc.edu

First Place
Alex Riley, Sports Story
Jimmy Gilmore, Arts and Entertainment Story
Jackie Alexander, Editorial Writing
Paul Bowers, Column
Lizzie Erickson, Front Page Layout and Design
Kailey Waring, Specialty Page Layout and Design
Bobby Sutton, Humorous Illustration or Cartoon
Anthony Bikowski and Ashley Blewer-Budnick, Single Advertisement

Second Place
Meredith Ray, Front Page Layout and Design
Keri Goff, Photograph
Tai Nhat Vu, Single Advertisement

Third Place
Sean Gruber, News Story
Ty Ziegler, Sports Story
Alan Tauber, Photograph
Meredith Ray, Specialty Page Layout and Design
Congratulations to the staff of The Daily Gamecock for winning a national award at the
2009 College Newspaper Business & Advertising Managers awards ceremony
held in Charlotte, N.C., held March 25-28.

Second Place
Anthony Bikowski, Best Newspaper Promotion Ad
Established in 1856, the South Carolina Press Association represents and serves the daily and weekly newspapers of South Carolina. The objectives of the
SCPA are to promote the welfare of the newspaper profession; elevate its standards and to foster relationships among its members.
CNBAM is a professional organization for students and advisers working with business and advertising departments in college and university newspapers across the United States.
With approximately 150 member schools, we meet each spring to offer training and professional development seminars as well as discuss current issues facing student-run media.
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ing methods to different
learning st yles and raise
admissions standards. The
comprehen sive pla n i ncludes mentoring programs
for students, increasing academic support systems and
fostering the co-teaching
of classes.
“Our charge is to be bold
and think about initiatives
the university might undertake to focus on teaching
and learning, which is the
fundamental aspect of the
university,” said Paul Solomon, a faculty member of
the Teaching and Learning
Committee.
“ How do we ad v a nc e
our stat ure amongst our
peer institutes in research,
scholarship and creat ive
ac h ie vement ?” ac t ed a s
the g uiding question for
the Research, Scholarship
and Creative Achievement
Committee said Committee Chair Bob Thunnell.
Faculty, graduate students
and the infrastructure of
the university are the focus
areas for betterment within
the committee.
“Most everything we’re
proposing will cost some
money, but it won’t necessa r i ly have to be new
money,” Thu nell said in
Hor n’s stor y i n Ti me s.
“We could repurpose some
existing funds for some of
these initiatives.”
Some of this committee’s
plans include the creation
of a Hu ma n it ies Center
t hat wou ld encou rage
cross-disciplinary research,
scholarship and collaboration and the creation of two
new awards in the area of
creative achievement. The
committee plans to offer
more graduate assistant stipends, tuition abatements
and health insurance for all
graduate assistants in order
to attract more graduate
students. A new emphasis in
biomedical and life sciences

was also encouraged.
“We want to create service learning opportunities
for students and volunteer
opportunities for facult y,
staf f and st udent s,” said
Bob Brookshire, speaking
for the Service Excellence
Committee.
This commit tee wants
to centralize communit y
ser vice initiatives within
the university. They hope
to help faculty implement
community service into the
curriculum, get st udents
involved and make service
learning more valued in the
tenure process.
“What initiatives would
most effectively improve
conditions for learning and
work ing at USC?” is the
question that the Quality
of Life in the Universit y
Com mu n it y Com m it tee
asked itself, said committee
chair Paula Feldman.
W h i l e t h i s c o m m i ttee hasn’t come up w it h
a specific proposal of yet,
extensive research has been
underway. The committee
has studied other universities, including Purdue and
MIT, and examined other
reports already conducted
by USC . Th ree dist inct
Quality of Life surveys also
have been designed to assess
the faculty, staff and students’ feelings. The faculty
and staff surveys are being
returned and the student
survey will be distributed
next week.
“ We st a r ted w it h t he
premise that the recognition and visibilit y of the
university is tied directly to
the image of the state, for
better or for worse,” said
Susan Cutter, the Recognition and Visibilit y Com-

• KAYAKING
• TUBING
• CANOEING
1107 State Street • Cayce, SC 29033
(803) 796 - 4505
www.adventurecarolina.com

mittee chair.
The t h ree foc us areas
of t h is com mu n it y a re:
promote and foster excellence within USC, improve
recognition and translate
ach ievement. W h ile t he
foc u s w i l l be loc a l, t he
c om m it t e e i s t a rg et i n g
national and international
recognition. They plan to
do this through showcasing
technological innovations;
bringing nationally- and
internationally-recognized
s c hol a r s t o c a mpu s f or
lectures, research symposiums, master classes and
performances; and targeting regional, national and
i nter n at ion a l aud ience s
differently.
“This is a faculty led process but it involves all the
members of the Carolina
communit y,” said Best in
closing. “This is an opportunity to redirect and get
new ideas. This is a critical junction, not a closed
process.”
Audience members were
encouraged to ask questions
and make suggestions. Several committee members
were in attendance in hopes
of hearing the audience’s
feedback and moving their
committees forward.
Focus Carolina’s initiatives will be implemented
next fall.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu

FAMOUS

SLAW DOGS

2 $299
FOR

GREEKS ● Continued from 1
ticipation I’ve seen in my
t ime here,” said Maya
Procinsk i, a t hird-year
accounting st udent and
a member of the week’s
programming board. “I
think all of the events are
bigger than last year.”
Organizer Katie Daniel
said some of the higher
pa r t ic ipat ion cou ld be
attributed to the overall
theme of Nickelodeon for
the week.
“The week’s competit ion ha s t ied toget her
m o r e ,” D a n i e l s a i d .
“People have seen how
everything works.”
While an official count
wasn’t available, organizers sa id va r ious Greek
organizations participated
in the event that hadn’t in
years past.
Zeta Phi Beta alumna
Jessyca Roberts returned
to the university for this

PAGE 3
year’s events. Roberts said
her sororit y didn’t participate in the past t wo
years.
“We haven’t had enough
members, so we haven’t
done this in two years,”
Rob e r t s , a 20 07 US C
graduate said. “We fi nally
have more exposure on
campus, and we can do
things like this again.”
Fo r G r e e k l e a d e r s ,
though, the event’s success doesn’t bring contentment.
“I think we’ve done a
better job of making this
a Greek community, and
w e’ v e s t a r t e d m a k i n g
Greek Week a big deal,”
said Rachel Marsh, a graduate student in the Greek
Life Office. “Now it’s just
making it even bigger in
the years to come.”
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu

MINDS ● Continued from 1
one time or another we
will all be touched by mental illness if not personally
then within friendship or
family member.”
Active Minds is not a
support group, Werner
said, but rather a peerser v ice w it h resources
and training for students.
Active Minds can refer
people to what is available
since many students don’t
realize they are experiencing treatable symptoms.
A nyone interested in
joining Active Minds or
coming to an Active Minds
activity or training can email to soactive@mailbox.
sc.edu or contact Chris
Werner at (803) 530-4993
or Dr. Toby Level at (803)
777-5325.

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu
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Adderall users
make uneven
playing ﬁeld

EDITORIAL BOARD
Editor

BRAD MAXWELL
Managing Editor

Students cheat themselves,
run serious risks when
using academic steroids
What would you do to try
and get a better grade in a
class?
Extra meetings with your
professors, intense st udy
sessions and working with
a tutor all sound like viable
opt ion s , but how ab out
psychostimulants?
Adderall, the
FDA-approved
d r u g t h a t ’s
prescribed by
doctors to help
treat Attention
D e f i c i t
Disorder and
MICHAEL
Attention
WUNDERLICH D e f i c i t
Second-year
Hyperactivity
broadcast
D i s o r d e r, i s
journalism
used on college
student
campuses
nationwide.
As exam week approaches,
there will be students who
u ndoubtedly t urn to t he
magical pill that has helped
f uel st udy marat hons
for crucial exams in past
semesters.
Some of these students
w i l l obt a i n t he d r ug by
prescription, while others will
obtain it in a less “official”
way to help them in their
quest for better focus and
better grades.
I can’t argue with those
who use Adderall and have
a prescription for it, because
they’ve been prescribed the
drug by a professional, but
those who obtain it without a
prescription are, in my eyes,
cheating.
“ I ret a i n i n for m at ion
better, and I can pull allnighters with no problem,”
said an anonymous student
on why she uses Adderall
without a prescription.
While it may help retain
information better, it gives
an advantage to those who
choose to use it over those
who don’t.
“It makes me want to study
and focus more when I do
study,” the student said.
I ca n see t hat usi ng
Adderall definitely presents
positive results, as I’ve heard
multiple testimonials about
its benefits from friends who
have used the drug.
Despite the good things
Adderall can do for someone’s
fo c u s , over a l l, st udent s
without prescriptions who
use the drugs for studying
and test tak ing put those
who don’t use the drug at a
disadvantage.
You could look at Adderall
as a sort of steroid for students,
a performance-enhancing
drug that could alter the
grades of some students and
place them above others who
worked purely on their own
will power.
“I don’t see it as cheating.
I see it as more of cheating
yourself, lying to yourself,”
said Josh Stout , a second-year
biology student.
In some ways, I feel like
Stout is right, that by using
Adderall you rob yourself of
being able to learn for the
sake of being a student, and
instead become a sort of zip
drive that transports files
from the library to the blue
book.
While I feel that students
who use Adderall without
a prescription cheat, I also
feel that it’s hard to condemn
those who do use the drug
to help them study and take
tests, because in the end it’s a
personal choice that students
are faced with, and whichever
route you choose, only those
who make the decision will
reap their consequences.
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IN OUR OPINION

BURNING DOWN THE HOUSE

In school? Stay open-minded
Pseudointellectual
smugness has no place
in college classroom
“So you’ve been to school
for a year or two and you
know you’ve seen it all ... ”
T h i s i s t he op e n i n g
line of a song by the punk
band Dead Kennedys. It’s
intended as a piece of biting
sarcasm. Yet the longer I
stay in college, the more I
find that it’s true.
A university education
is supposed
to develop
i nqu isit ive,
open-minded
people. It’s
no surprise
if we fall
short of that
RICHARD
lof t y idea l.
WOOD
But it seems
Third-year
like many
history
students
student
actually
epitom ize
the opposite of the ideal.
Closed-mindedness reigns
in many classrooms.
I can’t count the number
of times a professor has read
a line from an 800-page
book, a hugely influential
classic that challenged the
world’s greatest minds when
it was published.
The response is chuckling,
eye-rolling, snorting. It’s
stupid. Discussion over.

Throw it out.
My poi nt is not t hat
people don’t respect the
work of g reat scholars.
But if students think that
after a year or t wo they
can dismiss the author of a
classic as an idiot compared
to them, then who can’t they
dismiss?
No one, of course. So it
extends to every area of life.
That politician? An absolute
moron. T hat popu la r
musician? A talentless hack.
A crit ic didn’t like t hat
movie? He clearly has no
taste.
The university
environment is supposed
to challenge our beliefs and
cause us to appreciate the
complexity of life. Instead
it is a place where so many
people are absolutely certain
about everything.
A nd no more cer t ai n
about anything than politics.
For me, it’s the subject I
find the most maddeningly
difficult, with so many good
arguments for both sides
of an issue. But for many
students there are no such
difficulties.
If a politician or political
idea is mentioned in class, the
natural reaction is to giggle
and make a snide comment
and look around the class
to see that everyone else is
also having fun holding the
correct opinion.

Why are things this way?
I have my theories.
One is that our culture
idealizes the activist student.
Parents and professors tell
us to get involved, to get
moving, to do something
important, to go, go, go!
In the ver y place where
people ought to be trying to
learn more before coming
to a conclusion, we are
encouraged to have t he
conclusions in hand already
and start fighting.
The other problem is the
smart students who have
been told again and again
that they’re smart. W ho
wants to be the one to admit
he isn’t sure when other
people boldly claim to have
it all figured out? Better to
sound like the smart kid
people say you are.
I ’m n o t s a y i n g y o u
shouldn’t have opinions. I
wouldn’t write an opinion
column if I thought that.
But we need more humility.
We need to understand
that there’s a life outside
of our little campus world
that many of us have seen
only a fraction of. There’s
no reason to believe that we
know everything.
And it’s better to admit
y o u’r e no t s u r e ab o ut
something than to sign up
for the rally and have no
idea why.

Athletics should take backseat
$50 million athletes’
castle brings funding
practices into question
T he approv a l by t he
Board of Trustees for nearly
$50 million to construct
an athletics village around
the Roost is a jaw-dropping
financial move. Here we sit,
millions of dollars in debt
and facing budget cuts that
could endanger our academic
wel l-bei ng,
a nd we a re
tossing $50
m illion at
a project
to f u rt her
glor if y a nd
i s ol at e ou r
PETER
school’s
SCHAEFFING athletes.
Second-year
W h i le it
economics
is t r ue t hat
student
this money is
the athletics
depa r t ment ’s money, it
begs the question: W hy
the distinction? Are we to
believe that the university’s
hands are tied here? Or
perhap s it t hought t he
athletic department’s gift
of $15 million over 15 years
to academics was more than
enough. With the university
facing more than $50 million
in cuts this year, nothing
could be more wrong.
The university is currently
begging Gov. Sanford to

accept stimulus money to
save our education system.
What right do we have to
demand that money if we
refuse to use common sense
when spending our own?
I find it infuriating and
unconscionable that the
academics department of a
university, which is by its
very definition meant for
learning, does not have access
to at hlet ics depart ment
money. The university must
change this policy, no matter
how much bureaucracy and
red tape are in the way. It is
ludicrous that USC could
be forced to jettison whole
academ ic prog rams and
terminate professors while
the athletics department
goes about its merry way,
building castles for kids who
are more concerned about
sports than they are about
school.
That being said, I love
the Gamecocks. Football,
basketball a nd baseball
games have been a huge part
of my experience here. And
of course there are studentathletes who take their role
as students seriously and
represent the universit y
admirably. However, this
does not mean t hat t he
athletics department should
prosper while academics
withers.
S ome w i l l a rg ue t he
athletics department brings

in so much money that it
should be able to do with it
what it pleases. That implies
the academics department
should make its own money,
but that is unrealistic. It
is impossible to contrive a
scenario in which academics
could bring in comparable
money to athletics.
At h let ic s shou ld be
f u n nel i ng revenue i nto
financially starved academic
prog ra m s. I nstead, it
indulges itself and poaches
donations to academics by
attracting huge donations
to the Gamecock Club. I
certainly appreciate any
contribution made to our
great university, and I realize
that alumni donations to
academics outstrip those to
athletics, but I would give a
million dollars to academics
before I gave athletics a dime.
To me, doing other wise
distor t s t he pu r pose of
higher education.
I’ve heard the arguments
i n favor of t he at h let ic
depart ment’s cont inued
growth and autonomy. They
do not convince me. The
athletics department should
not be allowed to act in a
way that does not advance
the welfare of the university
as a whole. R ight now,
spending nearly $50 million
on an athletic complex is
unequivocally not what’s
best for USC.

Focus Carolina: More
than just a pipedream
It’s never worthwhile to wallow. It’s always worthwhile to
dream.
That’s why Focus Carolina is a worthwhile idea. Even when
the school’s in a tight spot economically, President Harris
Pastides and crew realize that stagnation can be fatal.
On its surface, it sounds suspiciously like a pipe dream.
Where, we may ask, is the funding coming from for all these
new ideas?
But hard times are the true
mother of invention. It’s going
to take a little creativity for us
to pull through this recession.
And once we’re in the clear, it
will be better to have a plan
for spending already in place.
Students have a tendency
to complain about their college experience. We at The Daily
Gamecock are just as guilty as the next group of students
(and probably more so). What Focus Carolina provides is a
productive outlet for all that criticism.
Ever echoed the classic “Student Government never does
anything” gripe? Anybody can join the committees for Focus
Carolina. Here’s your chance to speak to the administration
face to face.
Ever thought that USC was not involved enough in
the Columbia community? Speak up for more volunteer
opportunities.
Ever found your classroom experience lacking or thought
your professors weren’t up to snuff? Here’s your chance to
push for teacher training and guest speakers.
With Focus Carolina kicking off its initiatives in the fall,
it’s truer than ever: this is our school. Let’s keep it in ship
shape.

Hard times are
the true mother of
invention.

CORRECTIONS
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about
it. E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu.

ITʼS YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily
G a me co c k ’s V ie w p oi nt s page
is to stimulate discussion in the
Un iver sit y of Sout h Ca rol i na
community. All published authors
are expected to provide logical
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters
to the editor, guest columns and
feedback on dailygamecock.com.
L et ter s a nd g ue st colu m n s
should be submitted via e-mail to
gamecockeditor@sc.edu. Letters
must be 200 to 300 words in length
and include the author’s name, year

in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders
a nd USC f ac u lt y memb er s to
submit guest columns. Columnists
should keep submissions to about
500 words in length and include
the author’s name and position.
Guest columns are limited to three
per author per semester.
The editor reserves the right to
edit and condense submissions for
length and clarity, or not publish
at all.
A ll subm issions become t he
property of The Daily Gamecock
and must conform to t he legal
standards of USC Student Media.
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“Human history becomes more and more a race
between education and catastrophe.”
— H. G. Wells
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Dancers form progressive R&B group
Hip hop performers forge own
path in music industry with
electronic edge, genre blurring
Haley Dreis

STAFF WRITER

Four hip-hop vixens from a newly formed
alternative R&B group, Electrik Red, are
attempting to pave the way for a newer, edgier
sound of music in their new album, to be
released April 21.
Members Naomi A llen, Lesley Lewis,
Kyndra “Binkie” Reevey and Sarah Rosete
are former back-up dancers for Usher, Mariah
Carey and Ciara, and founded the girl group
in order to come into the foreground. They
felt that transitioning into the music industry
was a natural progression because they had
been working on their craft for many years.
“[We started] this amazing girl group just
because of reaching the certain level of success
that we had,” Rosete said. “We felt like the
natural best thing to do was to take over the
world and there was a void missing for our
voices.”
Although they danced in music videos,
the group made their debut showcasing their
classically-trained talents. They studied music,
visual arts, dance and drama while attending
various performing arts schools, including
N YC’s LaGuardia School of Performing
Arts.
“We did music videos, absolutely, but first
and foremost we were trained in arts schools
that were really hard to get into,” Leslie said.
“We are first performers and dancers.”
The group enjoys putting on bold and
entertaining performances. They describe
their performances as a mixture of “Jesus
putting on spandex, Janet Jackson, Chris
Brown,” wit h “Beyonce’s intensit y and

Madonna’s shock value.”
During difficult moments on tour, each
member relies on their individual strengths
to pull the group together. Reevey is the
“hit maker,” creative, innovative, and fashion
forward. Rosete, the “good time girl,” calms
the group down during intense moments.
Reevey is “the glue” — her organization
and impeccable promptness keep the girls
in line. Allen regulates a balance of fun and
work ethic, working to keep everyone in high
spirits. As a unit, they consider themselves
strong performers.
Electrik Red aims to exemplify the “future
sound of music” through a more electronic
approach, f lowing harmonies and edg y
phrasing.
“In terms of new music, I think as a girl
group we’re just trying to do something a little
more bold, a little more unforgiving,” Reevey
said. “We’d like to introduce to the world a
new type of woman — a more modern-day
type of woman.”
Reevey ack nowledge s t hat mu sic is
constantly changing.
“[It’s] becoming more and more different,
and new, and blended, especially with all
the different sounds in the world and what
people are doing between hip-hop, R&B and
alternative,” Reevey said.
In respect to other avant-garde hip-hop
artists like Kanye West, Lewis said she feels
the group is breaking through at the right
time.
“Five years ago when we came up with our
sound, I don’t think the world was necessarily
ready for it back then,” Lewis said. “But ... it’s
easier for them to swallow it now.”
Their songs like “Drink in my Cup” and
“Friend Lover” represent their not-so-serious
fun, club record sound. The group’s music has
a Janet Jackson gloss and a Ciara pop appeal.
“All of our songs represent a different facet
of Electrik Red,” Lewis said. “Each song

Courtesy of Universal Music Group/Island Def Jam

Lesley Lewis, Binkie Reevey, Sarah Rosete and Naomi Allen form the group “Electrik Red.”
evokes a different emotion.”
The group also delved into their perspectives
as women in the hip-hop industry. Recently inn
an autobiographical expose titled “Confessions
of a Video Vixen,” author and former music
video dancer Karrine Steffans opened the
eyes of the world to lustful and demeaning
encounters with prominent members of the
hip-hop community. But members of Electrik
Red feel the cautionary tale does not always
apply.
“I think the story of Karrine Steffans is
not necessarily a story of everybody that has
worked in this industry,” Reevey responded.
“It’s definitely interesting being a female
in this industry, but I think it is the music
business. Parties are fun, but they’re even
more fun when you’re focused.”
Allen sees some choices as an opportunity

and a part of the entertainment industry.
Rosete said that while the group has taken a
bold foot forward, they’ve had the ability to
make choices.
“Everything is a choice,” Rosete said. “It’s
important to stay true to who you are and be
confident in that, and everything will work
itself out.”
Their go-getter nature has also landed
them an opportunity to tour with Lil’ Wayne.
They look forward to meeting him and being
amongst professionals in the industry.
“I’m really hoping that some of that juice
rubs off,” Allen said.

Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@
sc.edu

Cafe Strudel oﬀers high
quality brunch options
Assortment of breakfast food,
live local music destined to make
restaurant into weekend tradition
Marin Mueller
STAFF WRITER

Cafe Strudel
★★★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩

Address: 118 State Street
Price: Under $10

Courtesy of Comedy Central

A Kanye West likeness appeared in Wednesday’s epidsode of the Comedy
Central series, “South Park.”

Kanye West gets ego check from South Park
Comedy Central show takes
aim at rapper’s pride,
well-recieved by target
Nekesa Mumbi Moody
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — “South Park”
may have accomplished the
impossible — getting Kanye
West to check his ego.
The Comedy Central show
skewered the famously selfimportant rapper on its show
Wednesday night, painting him
as a narcissistic figure so out of
touch with reality he couldn’t
even take a (very politically
incorrect) joke.
West’s love of himself and
his work has been almost as
integral to his image as his
music: just last year, he told The

Associated Press that he was
the “voice of this generation.”
Also recently, he was quoted as
saying his greatest regret was
not being able to see himself
perform live.
Yet, on his blog Thursday,
West appeared chastened, and
ready to turn over a new leaf.
In t y pical all-caps mode,
he w rote: “SOU TH PA R K
M U R DE R E D M E L A S T
NIGHT AND IT’S PRETTY
F U N N Y. I T H U RTS M Y
F E E L I NGS BU T W H AT
CAN YOU EXPECT FROM
SOUTH PARK! I ACTUALLY
H AV E BEEN WOR K I NG
ON M Y EG O T HOUGH.
HAVING THE CRAZY EGO
IS PL AY ED OU T I N M Y
LIFE AND CAREER.”
West said that he started
stroking his ego long ago to
build up his self esteem — but

he now realizes he needs to
“GET PAST MYSELF.”
In the self-ref lective post,
he said that people won’t take
him seriously if he keeps it up
(perhaps referring to his welldoc u mented meltdow n s at
awards shows when he didn’t
win what he expected).
“I JUST WANT TO BE A
DOPER PERSON W HICH
S TA RT S W I T H M E
NOT A LWAYS TELLING
P E O P L E H OW D O P E I
THINK I AM,” West said.
And perhaps to show that he’s
really serious about making that
change, he provided a link to
one of the most biting moments
from the “South Park” show,
and t hanked t he w riters as
well.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu

As anyone who has ever eaten at the
Grand Market Place on a Saturday
af ternoon can tell you, break fast
simply tastes better after about noon.
At West Columbia’s Café Strudel,
however, you can’t put a time limit
on taste, as the restaurant’s Sunday
brunch is exceptional. Café Strudel,
located near New Brookland Tavern
at 118 State St., isn’t simply a breakfast
niche though. The restaurant offers
breakfast, lunch and dinner every day
and regularly hosts live music. This
Sunday between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.,
take a break from binging on Easter
candy to enjoy Café Strudel’s brunch.
For less t ha n $10, you ca n get
enough food to feed t wo people
(although I guarantee you won’t want
to share) and coffee at Café Strudel.
Some of t he best ent rees are t he
Cinnamon Pancakes and the Tex-Mex
Omelet. The Cinnamon Pancakes
are, of course, very sweet, but have
a slight kick in their aftertaste as a
result of the cinnamon, and come
with bacon or sausage and two eggs.
The Tex-Mex Omelet has everything
a breakfast lover could ask for —
cheese, bacon and of course, salsa,
and even comes with toast.
No matter how crazy (or calm) your
Saturday night is, you simply can’t
go to Café Strudel without trying
t he Hangover Hashbrow ns. Even

SUMTER ST. STORAGE
“The Sheds”

Register NOW for FREE
STUDENT rent for the summer

Reserve yours now and the
remainder of April is FREE

CALL NOW

252-7526
5x5 as low as
$45/month

www.rosewoodselfstorage.com

Summertime Storage for all of your stuﬀ

Southern Living magazine has lauded
t h is dish, a nd w it h good reason.
With peppers, tomatoes, onions, and
cheddar cheese, t hese aren’t your
t ypical hashbrowns. W hile I can’t
make a ny claims regarding t heir
efficacy in curing a hangover, I can
promise that these hashbrowns make
getting out of bed before noon well
worth the effort.
Of course, brunch just isn’t the
same without a cup of coffee, and Café
Strudel offers just about every type of
caffeinated beverage in existence.
From locally roasted black coffee to
café mochas, as well as my personal
favorite, the extra-strong “Redeye,”
the restaurant’s offerings are all fresh,
strong and rich.
During the evening, Café Strudel
often features live music from local
musicians, which creates a relaxed
and intimate atmosphere. With 13
musicians scheduled to play in the
month of April alone, Café Strudel is
a great place to listen to Columbia’s
rising stars. Friday night Café Strudel
features USC’s own Colton Driver. A
second-year political science student,
Driver applauded Café Strudel for
their support of local artists. “The
music at Café Strudel is really good,”
and I’m sure that his performance,
starting at 8 p.m. Friday, will be no
exception. This serves as a perfect
opportunity to enjoy a stuffed burger
(which can be stuffed with anything
from bacon to jalapenos) and support
a fellow USC student’s music.
Breakfast at the GMP will always
be popular w it h st udents, but be
warned: After one Sunday morning
trip to Café Strudel, your weekend
p at r o n a g e of t he G M P w i l l b e
significantly reduced. A relaxing meal
at Café Strudel is the perfect way to
at least temporarily escape from the
impending stress of exams.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
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The Scene
@ USC

Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / The Daily Gamecock

SEQUOYAH PREP SCHOOL, MARRY A THIEF,
LAST NOVEMBER
8 p.m., $10
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

Whiteboard ◆ By Bobby Sutton / The Daily Gamecock

TOMORROW

TODAY
ART BAR PLAYERS IMPROV COMEDY
8 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.

PhD ◆ By Jorge Chan

VERY DISCO: A DAFT PUNK TRIBUTE
8 p.m., $12
Headliners, 700 Gervais St.
WALTZ WITH BASHIR
3, 6 & 8 p.m., $6.50 ($6 matinee)
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.

1ST ANNUAL CAPITAL CITY MUSIC AND WING
FLING
Noon, $8 advance/ $10 gate
Capital City Stadium, 301 South Assembly
St.
DIR T Y W HI TE, H A LF A S GOOD A S YOU
EXPECTED, AFTERLOSING AMITY
5:30 p.m., $8 under 21/$5 over
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
WALL-E
10 a.m., $6
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.

HOROSCOPES

04/10/09

1234567890-=

ARIES Your labors have
been productive. Caution is
still required. You have enough
for now, but if you want to
have enough for tomorrow,
you’ll have to spend carefully.
TAURUS You’ll find it

easier to express your thoughts
in words for the next few
weeks. You’ve been holding
back, but now there’s no time
for that.

GEM INI

I n t he
next few weeks, you should
see a goal you’d really like
to achieve. This might be a
promotion or better job.

CANCER Relax with
you r favorite people t h is
weekend, starting as soon as
possible. You’ve lost a few and
won a few this week, but the
outcome looks good.

LEO It’ll be a little easier

to save money for a while. It’s
also easier to borrow. What
will you do with this newfound
wealth? Keep paying off the
debt you’ve acquired.

V IRG O

There is
something you could get to
make your work easier and
improve the quality. You know
what it is, too. You’ll also have
to learn how to use it.

LIBR A Do you need
a little more revenue? No
problem. You’re a creative
person, right? Build something
awesome that you can sell, at a
profit.
S C O R P IO

Yo u’r e
gaining strength and wisdom.
There’s still a lot of work to
be done, but now you have
assistance. Establish your
authorit y early, so it isn’t
questioned.

S AGI T T A R I U S

Something you set as a low
priority has risen in status.
You’d better do it soon or it’ll
become an emergency, so stop
procrastinating.

CAPRICORN You’re
eager to take act ion. You
finally can do something fun
that you’ve had to delay. You’ve
had to put this off for so long,
it’ll be especially sweet.

AQUA RIUS

ACROSS
1 Perpetual traveler
6 “Le __ du printemps”
11 605
14 Threatened layer
15 Showery month
16 Satisﬁed sighs

A new
supervisor is going to require
different regulations. Some
are ant icipated, some are
surprises. Stay cool, even if
you’re worried. Never let them
see you sweat.

17 Renowned jazz

PISCES You’re gaining
conf idence as you realize
you’re in a good position.
Have a quiet celebration as
you pay off another debt.

24 “Curb Your

pianist
19 Sundial seven
20 Bedazzlement
21 Some U. degs.
22 Abounding
Enthusiasm” star
27 NAACP part
28 Equal-sided ﬁgure
29 Part of a wd.
30 1405
33 Guys
34 Team back up

04/10/09

for 04/09/09

DOWN

Solutions from 04/09/09

again

1 Of a junction

37 One-horse

2 Conductor Seiji

carriages

3 Relocation pro

39 Experiences anew

4 Chemical sufﬁx

40 Flood barriers

5 Boone and others

41 Morse unit

6 Wursts

42 Med. readings

7 Fugitive letters

43 Time meas.

8 Simpleton

44 Servile

9 Sieved into pellets

46 Goya’s “The Naked

10 Sommer of ﬁlms

__”

11 1997 PGA

48 “Die Hard” co-star

champion

52 Spanned

12 Features of faces

54 “__ Haw”

13 Churchill’s gesture

32 Monkees singer

48 “The Cloister and

55 Actor Diesel

18 Protective

34 Went to bed

the Hearth” writer

56 Family

hemispheres for

35 Gas pump abbr.

49 Concorde, e.g.

57 English LPGA golfer

antennas

36 Ed.’s work pile

50 Contenders

60 Enzyme: suff.

23 Beaver Cleaver’s

38 His: Fr.

51 Map in a map

61 Felix or Luther

hometown

39 Mary Roberts of

53 Cabbage salad

62 Twenty

25 Classic Buicks

mysteries

58 Notes of scales

63 Positive reply

26 Wernher __ Braun

41 Cotillion gal

59 TV adjunct

64 Littlest laddie

29 SSS word

44 Sofa section

65 Painter Max

30 Twice DLXXV

45 Relaxing

31 Fidel’s amigo

46 Jim or Gardner
47 Spring from
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Gamecocks to take on Ole Miss

Horn rumored
to be considering
switch to Xavier
First-year head coach should
consider options before
taking off for Cincinnati

Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Junior left fielder DeAngelo Mack, left, and freshman pitcher Nolan Belcher will play key roles in the Gamecocks’ three-game set at Ole Miss.

Weekend road series opportunity for Carolina
to get back in thick of SEC East Division race
Sam Davis

STAFF WRITER

The Gamecocks need to start winning SEC series’. They’ve dropped
three of the last four weekend sets, all against conference foes, leaving
them ranked No. 3 in the SEC Eastern division with a 5-7 in-conference
record.
This weekend, the Ole Miss Rebels will host Carolina and present
another difficult challenge for South Carolina’s young squad. Mississippi
stands in a tie for second place in the SEC West with a 24-8 record,
8-4 in the conference. The Rebels are ranked as high as No. 14 in the
country and are currently riding an eight-game winning streak.
Most of all, the Rebels present USC with difficult pitching matchups
all weekend long, as all three Rebels that will take the mound in the
series sport an ERA of 3.09 or less. Carolina, on the other hand, will
not send out a starting pitcher that has an ERA of less than 4.42 – a
significant disadvantage.
Even the Gamecocks’ ace, sophomore Sam Dyson, will go up against
a Rebel hurler with better numbers than his own. Dyson’s record is
an impressive 4-2 on the year and he has struck out 40 batters in 42.2
innings pitched this year for a stellar strikeout-to-walk ratio of 2-1.
But on Friday night when Dyson takes the hill, Ole Miss will send out
sophomore southpaw Drew Pomeranze, who is unbeaten this year with
three wins and a strikeout-to-walk ratio of 2-1 as well.

The rest of the weekend, the Rebels’ two starters combine for an ERA
of under 2.50 and a record of 7-3. Sunday’s starter, senior Scott Bittle,
has struck out 42 batters while only walking 13.
Freshman lefty Nolan Belcher picked up his first career win last
weekend against Arkansas when he tossed a gem on Saturday, pitching
a career high 8.1 innings. He surrendered just four hits and didn’t give
up a hit until the sixth inning.
USC will need another similar effort out of the 5’8, 155 pound
freshman as his opponent, junior Phillip Irwin, enters the game with a
5-1 record and 31 strikeouts with just six walks.
Clearly, Carolina hitters may have their work cut out for them this
weekend against the stellar pitching staff of the Rebels. Facing two
right-handed pitchers in the second and third games of the series, lefty
batters like Jackie Bradley Jr. will need to come up big for USC in order
to generate run support. The freshman outfielder is third on the team
in hitting with a batting average of .313 and has gotten at least one hit
in 13 of USC’s last 14 games.
Junior outfielder DeAngelo Mack is another lefty who will need a big
weekend against Ole Miss in order for USC to see success. Mack has
been consistent all year and has also played well in clutch situations,
leading the team to a one-run victory in the bottom of the ninth against
Clemson this past Tuesday.
If the Gamecocks drop another SEC series, it will not only hurt
them in the standings but also in the national polls, as the team was just
beginning to climb up the rankings. First pitch is set for 7:30 p.m. at
Swayze Field.
Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

UPCOMING BASEBALL SCHEDULE
4/10

@ OLE MISS

7:30 E.T.

4/11

@ OLE MISS

5 E.T.

4/12

@ OLE MISS

2:30 E.T.

Women ready for last home SEC match-ups
No. 24 tennis team to face Auburn,
Alabama over weekend, looks to host
first two rounds of NCAA Tournament
James Kratch
STAFF WRITER

Columbia belongs to the USC women’s
tennis team this weekend, as the Gamecocks
close out their home schedule with SEC
matches against Auburn and Alabama.
Carolina, ranked No. 24 in the nation,
comes in with a 11-8 (4-4 SEC) record,
results that have pleased coach Arlo Elkins
so far. Friday will be Fan Appreciation Day
for the Gamecocks, with free pizza and
T-shirts for the first 30 fans.
“We’re ranked No. 24 in the country, and
I think we need to be satisfied with that,”
Elkins said. “I always want to do better, but
you’ve got to be satisfied with the top 25.”
On Friday, USC faces No. 30 Auburn (118, 3-4 SEC). Despite trailing in the all-time
series 22-4, the Tigers defeated USC twice
last season. However, Elkins doesn’t feel that
will be in his team’s mind as they compete.
“Every year’s different. We really don’t
want to beat them because they beat us last
year, we want to beat them because we’re
playing them this year,” Elkins said.
USC returns to the courts on Sunday for

a matinee with No. 26 Alabama (13-5, 3-5
SEC), a squad that USC has had success
against of late, winning eight of the last 11
meetings. Sunday is Senior Day, as it will
be the last home match for seniors Gira
Schofield, Natasa Vuckovic, and Suzanna
Mansour.
“It remains to be seen how many people
we’ll have, it’s Easter Sunday and I think
that’s difficult to get a lot of people at the
matches, but I think a big loud crowd would
probably help us. Being Senior Day though
I’m sure the seniors want to go out in style,
and I’m looking for a big weekend from
them,” Elkins said. “Alabama’s a tough team
as well. This is a big weekend for us, we have
to play well and hopefully get two wins this
weekend and move up in the rankings, get
ourselves where we need to be.”
Besides improving their season record and
moving up in the national poll, two wins
would also go a long way towards putting
USC in a position to host the first two rounds
of the upcoming NCAA Tournament. The
top 16 teams nationally are awarded the
rights to host.
“We’d certainly like to host but we want to
win because we’re playing, we don’t want to
win to try and host,” Elkins said.
Sam Bennett / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.
sc.edu

Sophomore Miljana Jocic will look to build upon
her singles win against LSU on April 5.

All good things must come to
an end. For Darrin Horn, the
end might come before anyone
expected.
Less than a month after the
men’s basketball team’s magical
run to an SEC East regular season
championship, Horn has been in
contact with Xavier University
about their vacant head coaching
position, according to several
published reports.
Horn released a
statement
saying
he hadn’t had contact with Xavier on
Thursday night, but
the rumors are still
running rampant.
The Musketeers
JONATHAN
are looking to reBATTAGLIA
place Sean Miller,
First-year
who left this week
print
to fi ll the Arizona
journalism
job.
student
Located in
Cincinnati, Xavier is close to
Horn’s hometown of Lexington,
Ky., and a perennial force in
t he NC A A tou r nament. The
Musketeers, a member of t he
At la nt ic 10 conference, have
made the tournament in eight
of the last nine years, including
a berth in the Sweet 16 this past
year.
At Xavier, Horn would likely
make more than the $800,000
a year he cu rrent ly makes at
Ca rol i na. I n add it ion, t he
Cincin nat i area is nat ionally
k now n as being a hotbed for
recruits, a stark contrast to the
situation in South Carolina.
Now, on the surface this might
seem to be a no -bra i ner for
Horn: a chance to move to his
hometown, make more money,
and, possibly, advance his career.
But before he makes this decision
to abandon USC after just one
season, I ask him to consider a
few things …
1) Recruiting won’t be easy.
Horn w ill have to compete
with Rick Pitino from Louisville,
Thad Matta from Ohio State,
Br uce Pearl f rom Ten nessee,
Bob Huggins from Cincinnati
and, now, John Calipari from
Kentuck y. Even though Horn
has connections in Kentuck y,
asking for a top-f light recruit
to sign with him over legends
like Pitino and Calipari will be a
tough sell.
2) The Atlantic 10 can’t match
the SEC.
X av ier m ight ma ke t he
tournament most years, but the
Atlantic 10 is not the SEC. Even
in a down year for the SEC, the
competition week-to-week was
far superior to the Atlantic 10.
Even though the SEC only had
one more berth than the Atlantic
10 in t he NC A A tournament
this year, once the SEC catches
its breath and returns to being
a force nationally, they will be
getting many more teams into
the big dance.
3) USC is on the way up.
The pressure will be on Horn
to make the Sweet 16 every year
at Xav ier, wh ile at USC he’s
being praised for even getting us
close to making the tournament.
If he can turn Carolina into a
contender in the SEC, he will be
praised with turning the program
around, making his stock go up
much farther than it is now.
4) He would look really bad.
Horn made a huge effort to get
the university and community
excited about Carolina basketball,
a nd it work e d . D e s p it e t he
progress, all the good feelings
will go sour fast if Horn ditches
after just one year. It might even
so far that his future coaching
proposit ions might be hurt if
spurns the Gamecocks after one
successful season.
Comments on this stor y? E-mail
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
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8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

Announcements

Housing-Rent

Housing-Rent

Help Wanted

FREE FRIDAY night dinners for internatins & their families. For details, contact
IFM @ 799-3452 or info@ifmusa.org

801 OHIO ST. 4BR 2BA Large house in
Olympia near USC. $1500/mo.
Call 665-9083

VERY LG PRIVATE ROOMS FOR
RENT $290-$335 inclds all util. Walk/cycle to school. Very Clean! 463-5129

Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804

2BR 1.1/2 BA duplex new const. avail
1ST April $625/mo. Call Jeff 238-9185.

OLD SHANDON 4BR 2BA for August
$1395. SHANDON 4BR 2BA May
$1595 318-0729

Seeking F/rmmte 3BR 3BA furn. Retreat
of Cola. Free int. cable. Email/call
Humamakhan@gmail.com
843-566-5841 Khana20@comcast.net

PT OFFICE POSITION - 20-25/hrs/wk
Filing errands etc. Must have computer
and phone skills and a valid driver license. This position is year round not
just for the summer. Send resume to
hire@homepest.com or apply in
person at 2240 Frink St. Cayce. SC

LOW interest rates + LOW home
prices
TIME TO BUY! Call me about the
NEW $8000 Federal First-Time
Home Buyer Tax Credit.
www.jmcmahan@russellandjeffcoat.com
Jim McMahan 608-3599

Apartments
CORNELL ARMS APTS 799-1442
1230 PENDLETON ST Now accepting
applications for summer & fall semesters. Mention this ad and get Money off!!
Marion St. 1BR - CH&A w/d H20 &
parking included $470. Studio $425.
(803)530-2715 Available August 1st.
1BR Fully furn. & util $599 Garnet Riverwalk sublet May-Juy.Call 843-424-2258.
*ASPYRE*Downtown Living

Starting @ $549 per BR!
laspyre.com 803-400-1570

Roommates
F/seeks/F for 2BR 2BA in nice area
$325 7 min from dwntwn. 843-910-4868

OLD SHANDON AREA
Cypress St. 2BR June 1st $595
Preston St. 2BR Aug 1st $695
Saluda Ave 2BR June 1st $815
Cypress St. 3BR Aug 1st $995
Preston St. 4BR Aug 1st $1395
S. Saluda Ave 4BR May 15th $1595

Room-4-Rent Spacious 4BR house Excellent cond. in Shandon. min. to USC.
$500/mo in Aug. Call 704-975-8500

CALL 318--0729

2BR 1BA House in Shandon recent upgrades great St. Pets welcom Wilmot
Ave. $960/mo 803-413-0137

HOUSE FOR RENT - 3BR 2BA short
drive to campus, off st pkg. 1500 sq ft
$800/mo. 600-6874.

Modern Rosewood Home Extral Cool
2BR 2BA w/office.Maple flrs. Stainless
appl. & counters $1,100/mo 513-9354

Indust. style Loft - Rosewood 2BR 2BA
2car garage $1700 1,800sf 513-9354

Housing-Sale

Room for rent & 1-5BR Apts available
Greene St. @ USC
rajaluri@ifmusa.org or 318-0800

LUXURY DOWNTOWN CONDOS
From $102,500 518-2189
www.elmwoodplacecolumbia.com

Recently updated duplex on a corner lot.
Each unit has 4BR w/option of 5th BR
2BA hdwd flrs high ceilings covered
porches. 2 fully equipped kitchens w/2
w/d in @ unit. Pkg. 1 unit upstairs. Call
Ray Covington at 331-8833 for showing
Beautiful 3BR 2BA house - hd fls, water
fence yard, sec. fp incld & many extras.
$1,050 803-231-6829.

TELEMARKETERS
NEEDED NOW!!
PT Hours. Must have excellent
speaking voice! Earn $200- $500/wk.

Free cell phone!
Call 269-1709
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.
Law Student in 3rd/4th/ yr. needed for
PT research sbolo@insiteusa.net

Looking for something PT that will fit
into your schedule. Commercial cleaning co. has jobs available own transp.
needed. Previous exp not required. Call
Gloria at 603-7657 between 9am&5pm.

Help Wanted
Summer Camps

Help Wanted
Restaurants

PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! SAVE $$
Maine Camp needs fun loving counselors to teach. All land, adventure & water
sports.
Great
summer!
Call
888-844-8080, apply: campcedar.com

Wait Staff Needed - Lunchtime availability (10-3) . Apply in peson. Groucho’s
Deli 5 PTS. 611 Harden Street.

Help Wanted
Instructors
TUMBLING COACH NEEDED
New cheerleading training facility opening in May/June 09. Looking for PT exp
tumbling coaches hat are confident reliable mature and energetic. Send resume
& ref to cheercoachcce@aol.com

Help Wanted
Restaurants
Cashier needed FT/PT $8/HR . Must be
responsible & diligent at Chinese restaurant. Contact Annie @ 678-463-3530.

NOW HIRING MANAGERS &
CASHIER/COOKS MAURICE’S BBQ
WE NEED EXCELLENT REFERENCES
APPLY TODAY 791-5887 EXT. 10

Services
PREGNANT, NEED HELP? FREE
pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165
WHY TAKE IT HOME? Store With Us
Summer Special! Call for Details
Advantage Self Storage 695-9991

